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TRANSITION QUESTIONS
Goals of transitioning activities:

· Redefine a traditional plan to help ensure continuity of services for children.

· Discover how expectations of children differ between programs.

· Identify what we can do to prepare children and families for a smooth transition from Head Start to the school system.

· Identify what school options exist in your community.

School___________________________ Community__________________________

1. Do you have special enrollment activities for next year kindergarten children/families?
· Kindergarten Round-up?      

Where:

When:

Who comes:

· Parent Orientation?
    
Where:        
When:               
Who comes:
What do you do at this:                         

What do parents bring:

· Do you have developmental screening?       

When:
· Do you have Developmental Kindergarten?

· If so, what criteria determines placement here?
2. What are the health requirements for entry into your school? Will you accept our health records?
3. Does your school provide Breakfast?_________  Lunch?____________ Cost:_________
· Who qualifies , if not cost?

· How do parents pay for these?  Daily Weekly Monthly?

· How long is breakfast?_________    How long is lunch?__________

· Do you need volunteers/paid positions for the supervision of this time?

· Can parents/visitors eat at school if they pay?

4. What does your school provide in the way of Social Services?  Do you have a school Social Worker?  How do children/parents access Social Worker assistance or counseling?  Are there any other support people?

5. How many students in each classroom, maximum?

6. What services are available for special needs?

7. What could our program do to help prepare families for school experiences in your setting?

8. How do you involve parents in your school?

9. Do parents/community members need to follow any specific procedure when visiting your school? Ie, do they need to report at the office first?

10. What bathroom facilities do adult and child visitors use when visiting your school?

11. How is transportation handled?  When do the parent find out their child’s pick-up and drop-off time for the bus?  What is expected of the children at the bus stop and while riding the bus?

12. What paid or volunteer positions does the school have that parents may be considered for?

13. Do you have a Parent/Teacher organization?  When does the PTO meet?  Are there other groups that parents can get involved in?

14. What is the most beneficial way for you to receive “Transfer of Records” from our program?

15. What questions do you have about our “Transfer of Records”? i.e., progress report (assessment), health summary, etc.

16. Do you have any before or after school programs or Latch Key?
17. Do you provide any Parent Education Training or Workshops?

18. What do you do about holiday?  Are parents expected to take turns with things such as providing snacks?

19. Do children go on field trips?  What are parent responsibilities related to field trips?

20. Is the school library open at all times?  Can parents use this as a resource for themselves?

21. Who would a parent talk to if they had a question or concern related to their child’s schooling?

22. What are the goals for children in your kindergarten classrooms?  Do you expect certain skills to be achieved before children go on to first grade?

23. Do you have discipline and behavior policies?

24. How and when do you communicate with parents? i.e. newsletter, open houses, parent/teach conference.

25. What is the school schedule?  Daily times?  Annual calendar?

26. What can the parents do to support their child’s success?  How do you measure the children’s success? i.e. report cards, assessments?

27. Do teachers make home visits?

28. What special curriculum will be part of the children’s school experience? i.e. “DARE” “BABES”

29. Will the teachers have any type of assistance in the classroom?  A student teacher?

30. Will teachers attend trainings during the year?

31. What is your policy related to outside play and children being sent to school sick?  Are they allowed to stay inside with an aide?  How is outside time supervised?

32. Do you provide summer programming?  What can parents do with their children during the summer to help make the transition go smooth in the fall?

33. What can parents do to support the school’s success?

1/22                  




p:/Head Start Files/Coaching/Transition/Questions
Page 4 of 4

