Head Start

Enrollment Priority Criteria

	AREA
	DESCRIPTION
	POINTS

	PARENT/GUARDIAN STATUS  

	O – ONE PARENT
	ONE
	1

	T – TWO PARENTS
	TWO
	0

	N – NOT THE CHILD’S PARENT
	OTHER
	2

	E – TEEN PARENT
	TEEN
	4

	F – FOSTER PLACEMENT/ KINSHIP CARE
	FOSTR
	99

	DISABILITY

	ZERO DISABILITY
	NONE
	0

	EARLY ON TRANSITIONING CHILD / NO LONGER ELIGIBLE FOR SERVICES 
	
	2

	SUSPECTED DISABILITY
	SUSP
	3

	DIAGNOSED DISABILITY
	
	5

	INCOME

	HOMELESS
	HOMLS
	999 (Top Priority)

	LOW INCOME/50% OF POVERTY
	L50%
	6

	LOW INCOME/75% OF POVERTY
	L75%
	5

	ELIGIBLE 0 – 100% OF POVERTY
	ELIG
	4

	O/I 101-130% OF POVERTY
	OV 130%
	2

	O/I 131-185% OF POVERTY
	OV 185%
	1

	O/I OVER 185% OF POVERTY
	OVER
	0

	OTHER

	HIGH SOCIAL SERVICE NEED
	HIGH
	5

	MEDIUM SOCIAL SERVICE NEED
	MED
	4

	REFERRAL FROM OTHER AGENCY/PROFESSIONAL
	REF
	3

	ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (CHILD)
	
	4

	HIGH RISK FAMILY
	HRISK
	3

	FAMILY CRISIS
	CRIS
	1

	SERIOUS CHILD HEALTH PROBLEM (applied child)
	HLTH
	5

	NOT REFERRED/NO APPARENT SS NEED
	NONE
	0

	HS DROP, TRANSFER TO WAIT LIST
	TRANS
	99

	AGE

	HEAD START RETURNEE Eligible 
	RET
	999 (Top Priority)

	EHS TRANSITIONING Eligible 
	EHS
	999 (Top Priority)

	101-130% RETURNEE (Current Application)
	
	499

	HS OI RETURNEE (Current Application)
	 
	99

	EHS OI TRANSITIONING (Current Application)
	
	99

	5 YRS AND OLDER
	5 -
	 0

	4 YRS 6 MON TO 4 YRS 11 MON
	4 -
	8

	4 YRS 0 MON TO 4 YRS 5 MON
	4 -
	6

	3 YRS 6 MON TO 3 YRS 11 MON
	3 -
	4

	3 YRS 0 MON TO 3 YRS 5 MON
	3 -
	2


This criteria provides a guide for identifying children and families who can most benefit from the program.  Final enrollment is also influenced by additional factors such as geographical location of the applicant’s home in relation to the center location; transportation feasibility; overall class room make-up with respect to classroom management; and others.
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